Conventional denitrification is the anaerobic respiratory pathway by which mostly facultatively anaerobic heterotrophic bacteria reduce nitrate sequentially to nitrite, nitric oxide, nitrous oxide, and N 2 gas. In 1995, a novel biological process (anammox), by which ammonium is anaerobically oxidized by nitrite to N 2 gas, was identified . The Anammox bacteria are a much more phylogenetically narrow group, at least as known at present, and they are primarily autotrophic (Jetten et al., 2005 reFereNCe s
